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From the Old Agreement to the New Contract: The Proper Orientation
of the Re-modernization of Higher Education

WANG Jianhua
(Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097)

Abstract: Neo liberalism emphasizes the instrumentality of higher education, regards human capital as the
intersection or intermediary between higher education and the working world, regards receiving higher education as
an opportunity for individuals to enjoy middle—class life, and endorses the opportunity agreement with market
individualism. In recent years, the popularization of higher education and the transformation of the economic
technological development paradigm make it difficult to fulfill the promises of the New Liberal Opportunity
Agreement on higher education, employment and remuneration. In addition, the accelerated progress of automation
and artificial intelligence technology has also disrupted the connection between higher education and the working
world. In the face of uncertain future, we need to go beyond the opportunity agreement that high education equals
high salary promised by neo liberalism, reconstruct a new social contract with higher education as the center,
rethink the meaning of university for personal success and life based on the new educational social contract, and
promote the re—modernization of higher education, so as to realize the sustainable development of human society and
higher education itself.

Key words: opportunity agreement; social contract; higher education; re-modernization; proper orientation
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On Speeding up Building World—Class Universities and Advantaged
Disciplines with Chinese Characteristics

BIE Dunrong?> ZHOU Yi'
(1. Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005;
2. China Association of Higher Education, Beijing 100191)

Abstract: The construction of first—class universities and advantaged disciplines are the strategic task of
higher education development put forward by the report of the 20th CPC National Congress. It is a new requirement
put forward on the basis of various “key development policies”. It is not only conducive to stimulating the inner—
dynamism of higher education, but also has great significance to the construction of serving the Chinese path to
modernization, and achieve the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Studying the
construction of international experience about the first—class universities and advantageous disciplines has
important reference to accelerate the construction of world—class universities and advantaged disciplines with
Chinese characteristics. In view of this, we should take targeted strategic measures based on the actual situation of
the development of universities and disciplines, including upgrading the first—class university construction plan,
formulating and implementing the national plan for the construction of advantaged disciplines, creating an
environment for the development of first—class universities and advantaged disciplines, developing a new digital
space for first—class universities and advantaged disciplines, and playing the leading role of first—class universities
and advantaged disciplines.

Key words: Chinese characteristics; world—class; first—class universities; advantaged disciplines
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