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On the Relationship between Higher Education and the World of Work

Wang Jianhua

Abstract: The connection between higher education and the world of work in modern society is mediated by specialization.
Since the 19th century, on account of strong demand for professional workers, higher education based on professional educa-
tion has become prosperous. In recent years, with the accelerated development of information technology, the economic and
social transformation, the large—scale popularization of higher education, the reduction of jobs and the change of employ-
ment mentality, the relationship between higher education and the world of work is facing interruption, and college graduates
tend to be" surplug’ in the labor market. To avoid the legitimacy crisis caused by friction and structural technical unemploy-
ment, higher education needs to transform from" teaching for employment' to general education and creative education, and
become the engine of lifelong education. The focus of the development of higher education should no longer be only on impro-
ving the employability of students, but on cultivating their imagination and creativity, enhancing their forward— looking ability
and future literacy, so as to deal with the uncertainty of the world of work.
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