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The System Logic of University Governance: Integrating

“University System” and “University Governance”

Li Liguo
(School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of the system logic of university governance, the university system interacts
with the university governance. The system plays a guiding and restrictive role in the construction of the governance
system and the governance practice. Also, the governance practice and governance system contribute to the improve-
ment of the system. The university system is formed in the long-term historical process. It is continuously enriched
and developed in the governance practice. It is the result of the interaction between the governance subject and the
system practice. The system formed in the governance practice includes both formal systems and informal rules and
habits etc. Therefore, the system logic is not to construct the system subjectively, but to modernize the governance
system and governance capabilities formed in the interaction of system cognition, system composition, system opera-
tion and system behavior and system evaluation. The human factor plays a key role in the improvement of the sys-
tem, the construction of the governance system and the development of governance capabilities. It is necessary to
fully focus on and value and play the role of the human factor, especially the governance subject. The key to the sys-
tem logic of university governance lies in the integration of “university system” and “university governance”, in or-
der to make the university system transform into a governance system through the construction of institutional mech-
anisms, and to make the institutional advantages transform into governance efficiency. In the governance practice, it
is necessary to address all the system inadequacies, strengthen the executive abilities, and improve the system con-

struction, to gradually finalize the system, and promote the realization of the modernization of university governance.

Keywords: university system; university governance; system logic; governance efficiency; governance subject
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