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University Rankings and the Construction of World-Class Universities in China

Bie Dun-rong
( Collaborative Innovation Center for Higher Education Quality Construction, Xiamen Fujian 361005, China )

Abstract: Global university rankings not only strengthen the consciousness of the government and some
universities in China to construct world—class universities, but also provide world-class examples for Chinese
universities. Although the efforts to build world—class universities in China have not been interrupted for
decades, there are significant differences among the social environments, subjective wishes and objective
actions. The practice of Huazhong University of Science and Technology to build itself into a world—class
university is representative of this trend, from which the attitude and devotion of Chinese universities in this
process can be seen. Generally speaking, there is still a gap between Chinese universities and the world-class
ones, which means that Chinese universities face many difficulties in catching up with the world—class ones.
From the perspective of the university, it has to deal well with three major relationships, including that between
short—term efforts and long-term efforts, that between administration and academic freedom, and that between
the western model or the western university model and Chinese characteristics.
Key words: university ranking; world—class university; Huazhong University of Science and Technology

[ REHmE: FEE]

« 64 -



