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Convergence and Differentiation: Problems and Solutions of the Double-Track
System of Classification Development in Colleges and Universities

LIU Zhentian ZHAO Zhiqiang
(Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005 )

Abstract: The scientific classification of colleges and universities is an important prerequisite for promoting
the high—quality development of large—scale higher education. By studying the -classification patterns and
experience of the mainstream universities in Europe and America, it is found that both monorail system and double-
track system are shaped by their internal traditional history and culture as well as external social political and
economic conditions. Due to the later—emerged characteristics, Chinese higher education mainly understands and
carries out classification system construction from external level, which causes the assimilation dilemma. This
dilemma is manifested in the classification assimilation of colleges and universities of different levels, different
subjects and different talent training modes, and the internal assimilation of similar colleges and universities. Its
causes are closely related to the policy and resource drive, the restriction of historical and cultural concepts, the
demand of “legitimacy” identity and the orientation of the single evaluation. In order to construct a reasonable dual—
track academic and application system, it is necessary to continuously and deeply change the traditional educational
concepts, take into account the internal differences and external values of higher education, establish an allocation
mechanism that attaches equal importance to equity and performance, and reconstruct a scientific classification and
evaluation system.

Key words: classification of colleges and universities; double—track system; assimilation; legitimacy

(C)1994-2023 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved. http://www.cnki.net



