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Key to the Sustainable Development of New—Model Research Universities:
Adhering to Three—Dimensional Innovation

SHEN Hong
(Southern University of Science and Technology, Shenzhen 518055)

Abstract: The new—model research university inherits some of the genes of the research university, but also
has innovations input outside of it. China is the first country in the world to propose the development of new—model
research universities. Over the last decade of development, the new—model research university has shown its
internal characteristics and development patterns different from the existing research universities, but in some
aspects it also reflects the limitation in the development. After discussing the conditions for the rise of new—model
research universities, it points out that the key to their sustainable development is to adhere to three—dimensional
innovation. First, the great interests of the country and the higher education system itself have innovative needs for
the sustainable development of new—model research universities that keep pace with the times. Second, the higher
education system, especially the school-running system, should provide innovative system guarantee for the
sustainable development of new—model research universities. The third is to propose an innovative operating
mechanism for the sustainable development of the new—model research university from the foundations of
organization, power and resource. Finally, it emphasizes that in order to survive, continue to develop and prosper,
the new—model research university must rely on the society to build the overall ecosystem of sustainable
development formed by demand innovation, system innovation and mechanism innovation.

Key words: new—model research university; sustainable development; demand innovation; system innovation;

mechanism innovation
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