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On the Relationship between the Government and the University

in the External Governance of the University
HU Jian-hua
(School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: As an external authority, the government plays an important role in the estab-
lishment, operation and development of universities. The universality of the relationship be-
tween the government and the university means that the relationship is accompanied by the
emergence of universities and affects the development of universities in different times and
regions. The complexity of the relationship between the government and the university isn’t
homogeneous in its nature, but also shows inconsistence in some countries. The historicity of
the relationship between the government and the university in China needs to understand the
nature of the relationship and the structural elements that affected the formation and change
of the relationship from the history of the development of China’s university system. The
basic characteristics of the relationship between the government and the university in China
could be summarized as follows: administration is the basis for the establishment of the rela-
tionship; the government plays a leading role in the operation of the relationship.
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